
WHITEFORD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 28,  2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Supervisor Jeff Thomas called the meeting to order and led 

the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 pm in the Whiteford Township Office, 8000 Yankee Road, Suite 100, 

Ottawa Lake, MI 49267. Board members present were Steve Morgan, Bob Lloyd, Jeff Thomas, Christine 

Bischoff and Lee Strahan. There were approximately 18 guests.   

APPROVE AGENDA:  Motion by Bob Lloyd, second by Steve Morgan to approve the agenda as amended, 

adding Fire Chief updates to Fire Dept/Park/Roads; Fire Millage Committee to Old Business; adding 

Building Inspector salary request, 2026 Tax Rate Request, Utility Advisory Board and Operator in Charge 

job posting to New Business. Motion passed 5-0.  

FIRE/PARK/ROAD REPORT:   

FIRE: Supervisor Jeff Thomas read the report submitted by Fire Chief Shane Hillard. Discussion followed 

regarding the fire chief salary, policy for spending, capital expenditures and paying for firefighter 

training.  

Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Bob Lloyd to approve the purchase of the Quick Draw Webbing 

System from Nobility Products as requested by the fire chief. Motion passed 5-0.  

PARK: The concession stand roof was fixed by Cowdrey Home Services in lieu of replacing the entire 

roof.  Park Clean Up Day will be May 16th, 2026 9 am – 12 pm. Jobs include trash pick up, trail 

maintenance, picnic table maintenance/sealing. Volunteers are needed. The Township clean up day will 

also be May 16th with dumpsters from B & L Dumpster & Demolition available for residents to dispose of 

items.  Phase II of the playground is progressing.  

ROADS: Supervisor Jeff Thomas is waiting for the final report on the Sterns Road Safety Audit. He gave a 

brief update on the study.  

TREASURER REPORT: Motion by Christine Bischoff, second by Steve Morgan to accept the Treasurer 

Report as presented. Motion passed 5-0.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: The following individuals had questions/concerns about solar fields in the Township: 

Carl Christensen, Dorothy Ruetz, Tammy Hay, Erich Olrich, Ellen Olrich, John Klump. Jeff Tucker 

questioned the time of scheduled workshops. Jeff Kiefer questioned ordinance updates.  

ZONING ORDINANCE #68-A6 UTILITY SCALE ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS, SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 

AND WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS: Motion by Bob Lloyd, second by Steve Morgan to approve Zoning 

Ordinance #68-A6. Motion passed with a roll call vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan 

– yes; Thomas – yes.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04-04 DATA CENTER MORATORIUM: Motion by Bob Lloyd, second by Christine 

Bischoff to approve Resolution No. 2026-04-04 Data Center Moratorium.  Motion passed with a roll call 

vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; Thomas – yes. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04-03 ENERGY FACILITY MORATORIUM: Motion by Steve Morgan, second by 

Bob Lloyd to approve Resolution No. 2026-04-03 Energy Facility Moratorium. Motion passed with a roll 

call vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; Thomas – yes. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04-01 TO SET TOWNSHIP SPENDING LIMIT WITHOUT BOARD APPROVAL: 

Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Bob Lloyd to set a $2,500 spending limit without board approval. 

Motion passed with a roll call vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; Thomas – 

yes. 

WATER PLANT GRANTS: Supervisor Jeff Thomas has been staying in contact with Representative 

Walberg’s office regarding the $2 million grant, learning that it could take up to four months before we 

are officially notified. Thomas is also applying for additional grants.  

SENIOR OPPORTUNITIES UPDATE: Jeff Thomas and Bob Lloyd met with Jason Berry, Community 

Planning & Engagement Director, to try to inform the public of senior opportunities and build 

community. They gave an update on the meeting.  

PROPOSED FIRE COMMITTEE: Steve Morgan has taken the lead to form a Fire Millage Committee for a 

possible fire operating millage to be put on the November ballot.  He would like to form a committee of 

firemen, residents and a maximum of two board members.  

MARCH 17, 2026 MEETING MINUTES: Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Christine Bischoff to approve 

the March 17, 2026 meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed 5-0.  

CHECK REGISTERS: Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Bob Lloyd to approve the General Check 

Register in the amount of $244,791.20. Motion passed 5-0.  

Motion by Christine Bischoff, second by Lee Strahan to approve the Utility Check Register in the amount 

of $33,851.20. Motion pased 5-0.  

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS: Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Christine Bischoff to approve the budget 

adjustments per Jim Beck, accountant. Motion passed 5-0. 

Transfers for purchase of new brush truck:  

  206-966-995.401 Transfer Out to Capital Outlay    $67,929.56 

  401-931-699.206 Transfer In from Fire Fund  $67,929.56 

Increase budget from Fund Balance: 

  206-966-995.401 Transfer Out to Capital Outlay  $68,000.00 

  401-901-981.000 Vehicles    $91,300.00 

BUDGET FOR 2026-2027: Jim Beck, accountant has prepared a preliminary budget for review. Supervisor 

Jeff Thomas will schedule a budget workshop for the week of May 11, 2026.  

GRASS & NOXIOUS WEEDS ORDINANCE NO. 83: Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Bob Lloyd to 

approve Ordinance No. 83 Grass & Noxious Weeds. Motion passed with a roll call vote: Strahan – yes; 

Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; Thomas – yes. 



BLIGHT ORDINANCE NO. 84: Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Bob Lloyd to approve Ordinance No. 

84 Blight. Motion passed with a roll call vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; 

Thomas – yes. 

STONECO PARK SPRAYING PARKING LOT: Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Christine Bischoff to 

approve Corrigan quote in the amount of $1,750.00 to spray the Stoneco Park parking lot. Motion 

passed 5-0.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04-02 TO CLOSE WHITEFORD ROAD AT STERNS ROAD FOR THE FALL FESTIVAL 

ON OCTOBER 3, 2026.  Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Christine Bischoff.  Motion passed with a roll 

call vote: Strahan – yes; Bischoff – yes; Lloyd – yes; Morgan – yes; Thomas – yes. 

PERRY PRO TECH SERVICE AGREEMENT:  Motion by Bob Lloyd, second by Steve Morgan to approve the 

Perry Pro Tech Service Agreement for five years at $386.11 per month. Motion passed 5-0.  

MONROE COUNTY MOWING CONTRACT: Motion by Christine Bischoff, second by Steve Morgan to 

approve the road mowing contract with the Monroe County Road Commission in the amount of  

$35,220. Motion passed 5-0.  

BUILDING INSPECTOR SALARY: Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Bob Lloyd to approve increasing the 

building inspector salary  to $16,480.00 per year. Motion passed 5-0.  

TAX RATE REQUEST L-4029:  Motion by Steve Morgan, second by Lee Strahan to approve the 2026 Tax 

Rate Request L-4029 setting Operating Millage at 0.9105; Roads Millage at 0.9619; and Fire Millage at 

0.9619. Motion passed 5-0 

UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD:  Treasurer Lee Strahan proposed the idea of a Utility Advisory Board 

consisting of five members to oversee sewer and water facilities and help plan for the future of those 

facilities. Information will be gathered from neighboring communities, attorney Fred Lucas, engineer 

David Arthur Consultants, Highland Treatment representative Anthony Dowson.  

WATER OPERATOR IN CHARGE JOB POSTING: Treasurer Lee Strahan would like to see a job posting for 

this position to gather interest and salary requirements for budgeting purposes.  The board agreed the 

posting should be done within two weeks.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: Jeff Kiefer inquired of the status of the water study.  

ADJOURN: Motion by Lee Strahan, second by Bob Lloyd to adjourn at 9:25 pm with the completion of 

the agenda.  

 

Christine Bischoff 

Whiteford Township Clerk 

 

 

 



 

 

 


